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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday, December 9, 2014 “In most cases there's no home to be found, it's just a set of circumstances or an environment that's unsatisfying,” he says. “Some people become desensitized to their circumstances.” If, “then our life can never be happy,” he says. “The only thing that could make our life happy is living in a home.” It is not necessarily easy to get a home, however. About 5 million people are homeless in the U.S.
How do you get a home for the homeless? “A bank doesn't want to lend to homeless people,” Bauer says. “And if it's something that's public,” like a home, “then it becomes much more difficult.” Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac don't want to provide a home to the homeless. Neither do the church or other charitable organizations. So, as a potential lender, Bauer turns to an unlikely source — the government. The U.S. government owns about 50

million properties — mostly federal housing projects. The people that live in those homes pay taxes on the house every year, regardless if they own it or the government does. “So we have some neighborhoods,” Bauer says, “and we're not really sure why they ended up being government subsidized.” He wants to know what led to those policies. So, he decides to call up the housing department's archive. “We don't know it's going to be a bad
call,” he says. “A lot of cities aren't really looking forward to having [people] in their area, but yet they're subsidized housing.” The Archive of American Folklife has its own culture, as well. “The way we do things is that we use the word, ‘folk,’ as opposed to the word, ‘culture,’” says Margaret Benedict, the Archives' coordinator. When describing the Archives' mission, she says, “The problem is when we say folk, we think
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